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Personal Relationship with Jesus 

Set the stage by talking of God’s love, His care, and His knowledge of us, at all ages.  Several times 
each year share the message of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection to free us from the chains of sin so 
that we can choose life as God intended it to be.  Ask if the individual would like to have Jesus in his/
her life.  This relationship with Jesus then continues with teaching Bible reading, prayer, worship, trust 
and obedient living. 

 

Bible Mastery 

This encompasses knowledge of the books, characters and themes of scripture; understanding the          
foundational doctrinal truths of the Bible; applications of these truths to themselves and their own       
circumstances each day/minute/hour of daily life.  Ask questions.  Talk of hard things and role play 
with practice in groups.  Review concepts often.  

 

Fellowship 

Development of relationships with other Christians for the purpose of mutual encouragement, accounta-
bility in our walk and enjoyment of life. 

 

Service 

Identifying and using your spiritual gifts and natural abilities in the church and in other ministry areas.  
Training in how to share the Good News of Jesus with others and in how to lead others to Jesus if they 
desire.  Practice must be part of the training. 

 

Family Relationships 

Learning the roles involved in personal family structure and what your role is right now according to 
God’s Word.  This concept should also be expanded to church interpersonal relationship and to          
relations with the world. 

Desired Core Values and Priorities of our Church 

Mission Statement 

“We are a family in Christ, prayerfully 
seeking through the Holy Spirit, to grow 
in spiritual maturity and to share the Good 
News with others.” 
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Church Information 
Church Contact Information 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 131 
108 Church Street 
Tustin, MI  49688 
Phone:  231-829-3833 
Website: https://tustincpc.com 
 

Pastoral Search Committee: 

Ellen Anderson 
Cynthia Evans 
Tonia Hartline 
Laurie Millen 
Brent Rayle 
Bob Walkup 

Service Information 

Sunday School (adult and children)  9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Service   10:30—11:30 a.m.  

Monday Night Prayer Meeting  6:00 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study (Sunday’s)  6:00 p.m. 

Merge Youth Group (Sunday’s)  7:00 p.m. @ Center Lake Bible Camp  

Monthly Women’s Group    2nd Wednesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 
(Dorcas Eve Circle)     

Monthly Men’s Group   Times and location vary 

Welcome 
Thank you for your interest in our current Pastor position at the      
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Tustin, Michigan.   

We recognize that this is a critical time in our church as we prayerfully 
seek and consider the next pastor who will lead our congregation.   

We would like a Pastor who preaches all truth from the Bible, has a 
biblical world view, and will be a spiritual leader for our congregation.  

Even though we are a small church in rural Northern Michigan, we are 
truth seekers, love the Lord, and are ready for the direction that the 
Lord lays before us.  We would love to have you join us! 

Should you have additional questions, or would like more information, 
please feel free to reach out to the Search Committee Chair, Laurie 
Millen at lauriemillen@hotmail.com. 

Thank you. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Our History 

The Covenant Church remained empty until it sold  
in 1971.  The old Covenant church still stands       
adjacent to the church, but it is now a private home.   

 

1800’s 

The building we now occupy was the 
First Presbyterian Church of Tustin 
which was organized by Rev. David A. 
Jewell in September of 1884 

An addi on was built to the original 

building in 1893. 

The Covenant Presbyterian Church was the result of a merger between two churches.   

The Covenant Church 
was organized in 1897, 
in part by Peter John-
son, a Swedish lay 
preacher and farmer.   

The Covenant church was then built in 1899.   

The merging of two churches took place in 
1966, at which time the Presbyterian Church 
was used for worship and the Covenant Church 
remained empty. 

1st Phase of the addition to the 
church began in 2008 

1900’s 

2000’s 

2010’s 

2020’s 

In 2002, our church began planning an   
expansion project to add onto our current 
facility. 

In 2006, our church purchased the 
property behind the church for expan-
sion if needed. Its current use is a com-
munity soccer field. 

The church is planning to construct an outdoor 
pavilion in the near future for outdoor services 
and special events. 

In 2018, the kitchen was remodeled to 
better serve the church and community. 

The completion of the church basement will be a 
future project. 
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Church Leadership 

Our Board of Elders consists of six (6) to eight (8) members of the church that meet once a month.     
Special meetings are held when needed.   

The elders are elected by the congregation for a term of three (3) years and may serve two (2)              
consecutive terms.   

The Board is responsible to govern and maintain the business and operation of the church.  The          
work of the church is conducted under the leadership and direction of four (4) Board committees: 

 Worship, Fellowship and Evangelism (WF&E) 

 Stewardship 

 Properties 

 Christian Education  

Each committee has at least one (1) elder selected from the Board who will act as a liaison between the 
Board of Elders and the committees. 

Who We Are 

Our church is located in a small friendly community in Tustin, Michigan.  Tustin is located between 
Traverse City and Grand Rapids.  Tustin is an outdoor paradise with four seasons of activities for 
everyone.    Federal and State lands surround the area and allow for outdoor recreation, hunting, and 
fishing. 

We are a federated church through two denominations:  Evangelical Covenant and Presbyterian 
USA.  Even though we are a two denominational church, it is in name only.  We are one in the fam-
ily of Christ Jesus. 

We are a very mission-minded church.  We focus on reaching others with the love of Christ through 
missions locally, nationally and internationally.  Our congregation has a commitment to being good 
stewards with what God has given us. 

Average  

Sunday Service  

Attendance - 2021 

62 

Church  

Members  

63 

A strength of our 
church is that we 
are a family of       

fellowship.  
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Our Facilities 
The newest addition to our church was completed in approximately 2015.  The building project was 
constructed through phases and money was raised prior to starting each phase.  This enabled our church 
to complete our building project debt free.  The square footage for the addition was 2,500 square feet.  
Besides the enclosed building, we added a handicap accessible carport. 

Prior to the church addition, we also purchased land north of the church for $40,000.  This was also 
paid for in full and is now used as a soccer field for the community youth. 

Our church is looking forward to a new building project which will be the construction of an outdoor 
pavilion for church picnics, concerts, special celebrations, weddings, celebrations of life, and church 
services. 

Property owned by church: 

 Church Building 

 Acreage behind church with soccer fields 

 Several side lots behind the church which allows potential            
for growth. 

Backside of the church, Main Entrance and Parking 

Looking North towards the soccer fields 

Fellowship Area 

Main Entrance Ves bule Area 

Church Street Entrance 

Sanctuary 
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Our Missions 

Deacons Fund 
This is a discretionary fund that the Board can use to help those who have an urgent but yet minimal 
financial need. 

 

Food Pantry 
The Northwest Osceola Food Pantry is a community organization supported by area churches, civil 
groups, and the Pine River area students. 

 

Mission to Mexico 
This a mission that was formerly known as the Benito Juarez Children’s Home based in Pharr, Texas.  
Our church has supported this mission for over 20 years and it is a branch of the Full Gospel Evangelis-
tic Association.  Their mission is to serve and positively impact communities with a message of hope 
for a brighter tomorrow.    

 

Reach the Forgotten 
This ministry brings the good news and Love of Christ to men and women in Michigan’s jails and pris-
ons. 

 

Smile FM and The Promise FM Radio Station 
The Promise FM and Smile FM are Christ-centered media ministries in our area that work to change 
lives, strengthen families and impact lives. 

 

Guard Strong 
This is a locally based ministry that travels to camps, schools, and special events sharing God’s love to 
kids and teens through feats of strength.  These men relate valuable truths in easy to follow visuals on 
topics of bullying, coping with anger, drugs and alcohol, being a leader of integrity, and telling kids of 
their value and worth. 

 

Battle Ground Skate House 
This is a Christ-based ministry located in Calhoun County, Michigan which ministers to teens through 
Skate Church, one-on-one mentoring, and encouraging kids toward positive choices.  Their mission is 
to engage with kids, meet them where they are at, and share the love of Christ.  

 

Love, INC 
Love in the Name of Christ’s mission is to mobilize the church to transform lives and communities in 
the name of Christ.  Love INC serves Wexford and Osceola counties. 

The church gives the mission committee 10% of the total annual budget to break down and put into the 
areas that best represent our church in the mission field.  Our goal is to keep 50% of the budgeted mon-
ey for local missions, and 50% for national/international missions.  Our committee supports the follow-
ing missions listed below: 
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Our Missions (continued) 
 

Life Resources 
Life Resources is a Christian ministry that offers a variety of services to both men and women who 
are in a tough situation and is also a pregnancy resource center. 

 

Uplift 
This ministry was created in 2017 to help children living in rural poverty and who are food de-
prived.  Uplift provides a bag of food to help supplement weekend meals and snacks through the 
Pine River Area Schools.  In 4 1/2 years there have been 22,920 bags of food that were given out. 

 

World Vision—Cov Kids Congo 

Our church partners with the Covenant Church of Congo and World Vision to create community 
transformation through clean water, healthcare, education, agriculture and nutrition, economic     
development, and child protection, so that children can grow up with a brighter future.  

 

Samaritan’s Purse/Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
Samaritan’s Purse mission is to follow the example of Christ by helping those in need and giving 
hope through sharing of the Gospel.  Each year our church fills shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 
Child and is the drop off location for Osceola County.   

 

Hersey House of Hope 
Hersey’s House of Hope is there to give a hand up to women in crisis, helping them to transition 
from crisis and move into a promising future.  This prison ministry helps women obtain jobs, learn 
to cook, manage their money, and assist in getting back on their feet.  

 

Covenant World Relief 

Covenant World Relief and Development works through local partners around the world to reduce 
human suffering for the most vulnerable people and support healthy communities.  

 

Angel Tree 
This is a local jail ministry program that supports children who have a parent or guardian that is in-
carcerated.  This ministry gives the children Christmas gifts under the tree on behalf of their parent/
guardian that is incarcerated, reaching out to others in a time of need with the love of Christ, during 
the holidays.  Our church has added to this ministry by providing a Christmas meal for each family 
that receives the gifts. 

 

Follow the Star 
This is a live nativity program at Center Lake Bible Camp, held in early December.  It is an outdoor 
walking presentation of the Christmas Story, that includes a free meal, Christmas cookies and hot 
chocolate.  It’s a wonderful way to start the Christmas Season with the true story of Jesus’ birth. 
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Ministries and Community Outreach 
Merge Youth Group 
The Merge Youth Group is a combined effort to hold youth group meetings in the community between 
the First Baptist Church and Covenant Presbyterian.  This group meets regularly on Sunday evenings at 
the Center Lake Bible Camp throughout the school year. 

 

Summer Camps 
Our church supports two area summer camps in Michigan:  Portage Lake Bible Camp in Onekama and 
Center Lake Bible Camp in Tustin. 

 

UNITE 
Our church supports the UNITE program (formerly Covenant High in Christ) each year.  This year we 
were able to send four (4) youth to attend. 

 

Versiti -Monthly Blood Drives 
In October of 2017, the Versiti Blood Center started coming to the church for a mobile blood drive.  
Unit collections in 2021 were 185 whole blood and 20 double red cells.  A total of 250 donors are in 
this donor pool and have donated one time or another. 

 

Dorcas Eve Circle 
Our ladies group is named after a special woman in the Bible.  Dorcas is the Greek name for Tabitha 
referenced in Acts 9:36-41.  Dorcas was always doing good and helping the poor, so our ladies group 
chose the mission statement in Hebrews 10:24-25 as they continue Dorcas’ example to “spur one an-
other on toward love and good deeds...” 

 

Adopt A Road Program 
In helping our community, twice a year our church picks up trash along a two miles  
section of road West of Tustin.  
 

Men’s Group 
This is a group that started early in 2022 and is open to all men to participate.  The activities together 
vary, but is always fun.  The purpose is so that the men of the church grow closer together. 

 

High School Baccalaureate 
Each year the Pine River Area High School allows the area churches to hold a baccalaureate service for 
the senior class.  This includes worship music, and message from an area pastor or leader. 

 

Community Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School in Tustin is a community effort and outreach by the Augustana Lutheran, First 
Baptist, and Covenant Presbyterian Churches.   
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Ministries and Community Outreach (cont.) 
Christmas Eve Service 
Our church and the First Baptist Church of Tustin host and share the Community Christmas Eve candle 
light service each year.  Our community shares in prayer, music, scripture, and together light candles to 
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas and the birth of our Lord and Savior.   

 
Trunk or Treat 
Each year the Tustin Community hosts a Trunk or Treat for the children of our small town and the 
neighboring communities.  Several church members and their families dress up and pass out candy on 
the main street to families as they pass through.  Our church focuses on being open by providing a place 
to warm up when cold, allowing families to visit and fellowship together, and serving snacks and drinks 
to everyone who passes through. 

 

Community Choir and Hand bell Choir 
The community choir is lead by the LeRoy United Methodist Church and has participants from several 
area churches, including our church.  The concerts are given annually in the fall of each year.  

 

Revival Services 
In 2020, our church hosted a 3-day outdoor Community Revival Service which consisted of music,  
singing and worship, special guest Brian Arnold of Kings Table Ministries from Branson, MO, and  
other local speakers to inspire and motivate us to share God’s word to a broken world.  This was a huge 
success and has spurred our community to make it an annual event that will be hosted and shared by our 
area churches. 

 

Feeding America 
In 2020-2021, our church reached out to meet the needs of our community through offering seven (7) 
food trucks, each containing 5,000—6,000 pounds of free food.  These food distributions cost our 
church little in money, but they gave us back so much in faith and grace. 

 

Gideon's International 
There are several members of our congregation who are Gideon's.  Our church supports their mission 
through purchasing Gideon's cards, and giving to the annual Birthday for Jesus campaign.  Our church 
sent out 113 bibles and $565 was raised for their mission. 

 

Giving Hope Missions 
This is local mission that provides clothing and household items to anyone who is in need.  Nothing is 
sold, only given away.  This mission is a wonderful resource to so many, not only in our community, 
but other areas outside of the State of Michigan as well. 

 

Kids Club 
This is a weekly Wednesday program hosted by the First Baptist Church for kids ages 4 through 6th 
grade to learn scripture, play games, hear Bible stories, pray with each other, and learn about God’s un-
conditional love.  Several people from our congregation volunteer as teachers and helpers.  
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Ministries and Community Outreach (cont.) 
Grand Valley State University Walkers 
For many years our church has hosted a fraternity from Grand Valley State University as they walk the 
White Pine Trail and other routes from Grand Rapids to Traverse City, to raise money and awareness 
for cystic fibrosis.  Our church takes up a love offering for them, provides overnight accommodations, 
and serves them a warm meal on their journey.  

 

Worship and All 4 Him 
All 4 Him is our worship team that leads our Sunday worship and music with a mix of traditional 
hymns and contemporary songs.  Along with Sunday services, the team also holds concerts and special 
events throughout the year with the community. 

 

American Youth Soccer Organization 
During the spring and fall of each year, the AYSO soccer program holds their soccer games on the 
church soccer fields with kids ranging from ages 4 -14.  The concession stand is run by our church and 
the proceeds are used to help send kids to summer camp and UNITE. 

 

Community Pastoral Committee  
Area pastors from neighboring towns gather on a regular basis to meet as a group, pray together, share 
things that are taking place in their churches and in the community, promote special services, plan spe-
cial events, and support each other.  

     
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Benefits to a Small Community like Tustin 

Safer Communi es 

Quiet & Peaceful Area 

Small Lakes & Beaches 

Slower Pace of Living 

Help & Know Neighbors 

Abundance of Nature 

Smaller School Districts 

Small Town Charm 

Sense of Belonging 

Lower Cost of Living 

Local Fes vals 

Tus n Daze 

LeRoy Razzasque Days 

Luther Logging Days 
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Area Demographics 

Travel time from Tustin 

Cadillac—15 minutes 

Reed City—15 minutes 

Big Rapids—35 minutes 

Traverse City—1 hour 

Grand Rapids—1 hour 

Mackinaw Bridge / St. Ignace—2 hours 

Interlochen Center for the Arts—1 hour 

Median 

House Cost  

$78,100 

Golf Courses 
Tustin Trails—9 hole course 
Evergreen Resort in Cadillac—18 hole course 
Missaukee Golf Course—18 holes 
Caberfae Golf—9 holes 
Crystal Mountain—18 holels 

Grandma’s House Childcare—Tustin 
Our area is extremely blessed to have one of the best Christian 
daycare facilities in our own backyard.  Grandma’s House Child-
care is open early morning and late in the day to accommodate 
busy families.   

Recreation 

Today’s Fitness Center  

White Pine Trail 

 Snowmobiling 

 Biking 

 Walking/running 

Caberfae Peaks and Crystal Mountain 

 Downhill skiing 

 Cross-country skiing 

Tustin  

Population  

217 

Rose Lake County Park 

Manistee National Forest 

 Hiking 

 Mountain Biking 

Pine River 

 Best known trout river in the 
State  

Manistee and Muskegon Rivers 

 Fishing/kayaking/canoeing 

Average 

Household 

Income $50,730 

Four beautiful 
seasons of   

recreational fun 
for the family! 
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Area Information 

Local Colleges and Universities 

Baker College - Cadillac 

Northwest Michigan College - Traverse City 

Ferris State University  - Big Rapids 

Large Area Employers 

General Mills—Yoplait of Reed City 

Spectrum Health—Reed City and Big Rapids 

Munson Medical Center—Reed City and Traverse 
City 

Several factories—Cadillac, Evart and Big Rapids 

Area Schools 

Charter Crossroads Academy—Big Rapids (K-12) 

Heritage Christian Academy—Reed City (PK-12) 

McBain Northern Christian—McBain (PK-12) 

St. Ann’s Elementary School—Cadillac (PK-5) 

Trinity Luther School—Reed City (PK-8) 

Big Rapids Public Schools 

Evart Public Schools 

Marion Public Schools 

McBain Rural Agricultural Schools 

Pine River Area Schools 

Reed City Area Public Schools 

Closest Hospitals 
Spectrum—Reed City and Big Rapids Campuses 
Munson Medical Center—Cadillac and Traverse City  

Small Town Businesses 

Tustin and LeRoy Hardware Stores 

Blossom’s Greenhouse—Tustin 

Yoder’s Amish Store—Tustin 

Pine River Museum—Tustin 

Library and Community Center—Tustin 

LeRoy Farm and Garden 

LeRoy Village Market 

Ebels General Store—Reed City and Falmouth 

Several HVAC, Heating and Cooling Businesses 

Cadillac Winery—LeRoy 

Local Activities and Programs for Young People 
4‐H Shoo ng Clubs—Osceola County   Travel Basketball/Volleyball programs 

4‐H Livestock Programs—Osceola County   Cadillac area YMCA 

American Youth Soccer Organiza on (AYSO) Leagues  Youth Hockey Leagues—The Wex in Cadillac 

Youth Li le League and Pony League—Baseball/So ball  Youth Ice Ska ng—The Wex in Cadillac 

A er School “Kids Club”—Tus n First Bap st   Youth Tennis Lessons—Ferris State University 

Rose Lake Youth Camp—Rose Lake Park, LeRoy  Center Lake Bible Camp—Tus n 

LeRoy Library Story Hour—LeRoy    Merge Youth Group—Tus n  
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Congregational Survey Results 
The Strengths of our church  

1. Sunday worship and music leadership from the praise 
and worship team. 

2. Our church is a prayerful congregation with many 
prayer warriors. 

3. We have love, care, & forgiveness among our church 
family for each others’ needs. 

4. We have a heart to give and we rally together when a 
need arises. 

5. We are a mission focused church. 

Areas to Improve within our church 

1. No children’s ministry, youth or young adult programs. 

2. Empowering people to lead. 

3. Reaching out to those attending & not attending our 
church. 

4. Small groups for spiritual growth and relationship 
building. 

5. Need to make an intentional effort to speak to people 
who are shy and not very out-going. 

Looking towards the Future 

1. Programs to help train and equip members to share the Bible with unbelievers. 

2. Development of activities and programs to draw young families to our church. 

3. Advertising and sharing of activities/programs outside our own congregation to bring 
unbelievers and new families to our church.  

4. Build a pavilion for hosting outdoor events & concerts. 

5. Having a facility that is ready to serve the community.  The big picture concept would 
be readiness during a natural disaster, fire, or other unprecedented event where shelter, 
laundry, electricity, electronic charging stations, meals, etc. may be needed. 

Congregational  
Comment: 

“I love that we are en-
couraged to memorize 
scripture each week.” 

Congregational  
Comment: 

“We have an organized 
budget and we meet as 
groups to carry out our 
Mission Action Plan 

(MAP).” 

 
Congregational  

Comment: 
“We have a beautiful 
building and plenty of 

room to grow.” 
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Established in 1966 


